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<§HE DEGO^AHtOI^ AND FU^NISHEI^. 



RANDOM NOTES. 



"NORFOLK DUMPLING" is a small round cushion in 
dumpling form, fixed by glue to the center of the bowl 
of a wooden spoon ; the spoon is fastened to. the wall by 
ribbons. Apropos of- wooden spoons, some of them have the 
bowls beautifully painted in oils ; others a motto written along 
the handle in large letters, and finished off with various narrow 
ribbons tied round the handle, and passed through a hole bored 
in the bowl ; the spoons are suspended by ribbons. 

* * * 

A new material for decoration is the pith from corn-stalks. 
It is cut with a very sharp knife into very small blocks. These 
are painted with water-colors in conventional designs, and glued 
together in the form of vases, jugs, etc. The delicate color of 
the pith, its lightness, and its porousness render it very hand- 
some material for handsome work. In putting the blocks to- 
gether they are allowed to overlap. 

» * * 

A cheap and servicable fringe for bed-room lanbrequins and 
other cretonne decorations can be made by ravelling strips 
of square gray linen, and at short intervals sewing in strands of 
colored worsted, a heading is made by turning down the top of 
the wrong side, leaving a plain piece half an inch wide, which 
is covered with coarse herring-bone stitched in crewel or wool. 

* * * 

To eonceal a grate in summer, cut the top of cornstalks with 
the leaves and tassels on and group them together with a bed of 
dry moss to conceal the ends at the floor. 

* . * * 

An odd looking dado was made of palm leaves, which had 
been dried smooth, the tops separated in small points, each one 
of which was fastened to the wall with a long brad. A narrow 
moulding held the cotton in place. 

* * . * 

A fish napkin, for boiled fish, may be made out of fine linen ; 
it should he forty inches long by twenty- three wide, with a piece 
ten inches long by seven wide cut out of each corner, which 
leaves the right sized flaps to turn over on the four sides. The 
flaps may be embroidered with some sea-design in wash silk or 
simply an initial done in heavy "over and over" embroidery to 
match the remainder of the napery. 

* * • 

Many ladies economize by cutting off the hems of -fine damask 
napkins, which have become worn, and fringing them out to the 
depth of an inch and a half, thereby converting them into pretty 
tea and fruit doilies. 

* » ■ • - 

Mottos for summer quilts: " Gate Nacht," " Schlafcn sie 
Wohl," "Ruhet immer," "A Double Blessing Follow Thee," 
"A Light Heart Lives Long," "Heaven Still Guards the Right," 
"The Slothful Man's a Beggar's Brother" "God's Blessing on 
Thee." 

* * . * 

White wood corner cupboards are sold ready for enamelling 
or amateur decorating. 

* * * 

The French fashion of using very large napkins is obtaining 
here in a great measure. Those who wish to be in the extreme 
of fashion buy napkins a yard square, putting a heavily em- 
broidered initial in one corner. Opposite corners of the table- 
cloth are decorated with the letter several sizes larger. Occasion- 
ally the whole name is embroidered diagonally across one corner, 
in old script. Heavy overlaid embroidery is used for these dec- 
orations, no open work being allowed. The fashion of having 
one's name, initial or monogram wrought in the linen is fast giv- 
ing out. Hotels and restaurants have a monopoly of that. 
' * * * 

At a recent small dinner the table was round with a red silk 
center piece. A tall wrought iron lamp, with a red silk shade 
stood in the center, while the chandeliers were decorated with 
dozens of red silk toy balloons. 

* * * 

At a red luncheon a large mirror was laid in the center of- the 
table, profusely garnished with red poppies. 

Birch bark forms a pretty medium for pen-and-ink drawings, 
but in the shape of a maple leaf, with root of sapling attached, 
it is quite unique for name cards, Christmas or Easter cards. 

* * * ' 

Easels are made from bamboo, the bamboo being split at 
regular intervals to allow small pans being set in the hollow 
wood, which are filled with soil atftt planted with moss and vine 
fceeds. The growing vines run up through the bamboo, twine 
about it, and finally conceal it entirely. 

* • *. 

A portiere for a billiard room was made of felt, with cues, 
balls, etc., etc., in applique of plush ; the cornice pole consisted 
of a cue and bridge, while the fringe was of imitation pool balls. 



Rugs made of the mitres of carpeting and borders, are prone 
to curl along the edges. To remedy this, turn wrong side up and 
dampen thoroughly — indeed they should be rather more than 
dampended. When dry they will lay perfectly flat and never 
cause any more trouble. 

* * « 

A very odd and rather pretty hanging basket can be made 
out of an old clay pipe. Fill with rich earth and plant a few 
vines of Creeping Charlie or Wandering Jew. Suspend from a 
bracket by a gold or silver cord. 

» » * 

Shawl pen-wipers are made by cutting little strips of cloth 
and tying them together with a leather strap so as to look like 
a bundle of shawls. 

* * * 

An easel seen in an artist's studio was covered with a very 
fine netting, such as is used for fly-nets made for horses' ears. 
The netting was first darkened with strong coffee, then stretched 
very tightly over the wood, and the whole coated with a mixture 
of shellac, turpentine and bnrnt sienna. 
» * * 

Drawing-rooms are having their walls done in Watteau and 
Bouchere designs, and the scrolled gilt furniture is upholstered in 
soft tinted tapestries, whereon panniered ladies and silk-stock- 
inged gentlemen are making beautiful courtesies to each other. 
The greatest objection to this is that applicable to all figures, the 
beholder soon tires of the position and wishes it might be 
changed. 

* * * 

- There is a great objection to the millinery sort of house 
dressing. In the rage for draperies, "throws," scarves and rib- 
bon bows, it is very apt to be overdone. It is so easy to tie a 
bow of yellow ribbon onto a chair round or table leg— though 
for my part I never could understand why the legs to furniture 
should be draped or decorated — or throw a piece of china silk 
or scarf across a table, picture or mantel, that many Iadis crowd 
their rpoms with trifles of this kind until they look "crazy" 
patterns in reality. It is a great mistake to crowd rooms, or to 
put much of the perishable style of mussible, fussible daintiness 
in any room destined for much use. The fastidious taste of the 
earlier French school, which is very much in vogue now, made 
almost anything excusable which was beautiful. For adoption 
at the present time it should be modified to the time, condition 
and use of the room. 

* » * 

A unique trimming for cheese cloth curtains is made of 
Cash's colored embroidered frilling and insertion. A chamber 
lately seen was arranged with these cream tinted curtains and 
mantle-fall of the same material, trimmed with cardinal frilling, 
above which was an inch wide insertion of the same color. 
These were only for temporary use in the summer, but they 
lighted up an otherwise darkroom wonderfully. 

* * * 

Large gilt picture frames, with delicate tracery, such as are 
often found in the lumber rooms of old houses are now painted 
white, and have a card-board mount covered with plush or pale 
colored brocade fitted into them with various places cut for 
photographs. 

* » » 

Small corner cup-boards, most moderately priced, either real, 
or an imitation of Flemish carving, are now fashionable for fix- 
ing into the corners of boudoirs, studios and bedrooms, for hiding 
away bottles and other small things; the wood is brown and 
unpolished. 

« * * 

Artistic articles of cane work that have become discolored 
by time or usage, may be given a really beautiful rosewood 
color. All that is required is to make a varnish compound of 
one pint of alcohol, one-eight of a pound each of red sanders, 
dragon's blood and shellac, to be applied with a brush after 
straining. Two coats will be suflicienr. For brown, a solution of 
permanganate of potassa may be used and ornamental figures 
be introduced of darker hue than the ground color, put in with 
a camel's hair pencil and softened with a badger brush. 

# * * 

The tambourine is turned to many uses; a frame for a 
friend's picture, the background of a musical programme, or a 
dinner menu, a hold-all for letters and a wall decoration. 

» * * 

A pretty notion is to encase a friends effigy in the .center of 
one's guitar. 

» » * 

In the search for something new, some bright person hit 
upon copper as a metal which might be used for ornament * 
from metal to textiles was but a step, and now we have copper- 
colored goods of all kinds in a range of six or seven shades. 
The savages have always made use of copper for ornamenta- 
tion and, in that, as well as in many another thing, we may 
profitably take lessons of Lo the poor Indian. 



